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AUSTRALIA NEEDS TO BECOME AN EXEMPLARY INTERNATIONAL 

CITIZEN 

 

My children's country should be the most just and egalitarian country in the world, but this 

is not nearly the case at the moment.  Australia has a mixed human rights and animal 

rights record and now rarely assumes the high moral ground as it often did in past eras. 

 

We remain a monarchy – the definitive symbol of institutionalised nepotism – so have 

little right to criticise other countries for nepotism and other forms of corruption. 

 

Australia should more generously allow its successes to spill over into its immediate 

neighbourhood in Oceania and South Asia.  We should allow East Timor to benefit from 

the plainly legitimate sea boundaries that would allow it to take its rightfully dominant 

share of its offshore oil revenues, for example. 

 

Governments and government-supported institutions still treat women as second class 

citizens in all too many cases.  Child care workers should be paid should be paid about 

twice as much as they're currently paid, for example.  What job could possibly be more 

important than that of caring for precious children? 

 

Australian governments have been grossly hypocritical in recent times – in opposing 

Japanese whaling, for example, whilst at the same time supporting the slaughter of many 

thousands of native Australian animals each year even in cases where scientifically 

progressive non-lethal options have existed to manage populations considered excessive.  

We can lift our game in this and many other fields which affect our global reputation. 

 

Australia's current system of government impedes internal and external security alike.  

Battles between the Commonwealth and the States regularly take the Commonwealth 

government's "eye off the main game" in the critical areas of foreign affairs, national 

security and the national-global interface generally.  Responsibilities of life-and-death 

gravity such as national security, foreign affairs, healthcare, the environment, policing and 

emergency services are simply far too important to be allowed to suffer under the weight 

of our present form of government, which is chronically inward-looking on global matters 

and neglectful of local matters.  We should either (1) amalgamate Commonwealth, State 

and Territory government to form a single national government or (2) otherwise ensure 

that our national security, policing and emergency service  systems – nationally, sub-

nationally and internationally – are in no way impeded by our system of government.  We 

should strengthen the national and local levels of government which operate at the local 

and whole of country scales at which security threats and security enhancement 

opportunities are best understood and best able to be acted upon. 

 


