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WE NEED INCREASED RENEWABLE ENERGY INVESTMENT AND MORE 

DECENTRALISED GOVERNMENT LESS DOMINATED BY CAPITAL CITIES 
 
Australia should aim to become a world leader in solar and other renewable energy sources, 
but current investment levels are far from impressive.  Australian governments should 
increase investment in such renewable technologies by a factor of 10 to 20 or so. 
 
Aiming for population growth as an end in itself is silly. 
 
Our large cities suffer from costly and unhealthy transport congestion, and according to 
estimates by Gargett and Cosgrove (1999; see also Neutze 1965), "the cost to the Australian 
economy of metropolitan traffic congestion" will "rise from $15 billion per year in 1995 to 
$30 billion per year in 2015".  Research clearly shows that some form of metropolitan de-
congestion, or de-concentration, is highly desirable in order to avoid adverse outcomes – 
socially, economically and environmentally – which could amount to many billions of dollars 
per year if not addressed.  The costs of congestion and concentration could be significantly 
reduced, however, if (1) people were allowed to work from home to a greater extent, and (2) 
Australia adopted a decentralised system of government to replace our current excessively 
centralised system of government.  Australia's mainland States are highly centralised and 
dominated by their capital cities to a counterproductive extent and serve no useful purpose. 
  
To optimally support Australia's population and environmental management processes at the 
critical scales of individual people, households and families, cities and towns, water 
catchments, local and regional communities, the country-continent, and the globe, we should 
constitutionally recognise and significantly strengthen local government (which accounts for 
just 7% of total government spending in Australia, compared to about 18% in Canada and 
25% in both the US and UK) and either (1) amalgamate Commonwealth, State and Territory 
government to form a single national government or (2) otherwise ensure that our population 
planning and environmental management processes are in absolutely no way impeded by 
duplicated and generally excessive taxation and red tape. 
 
A PhD I completed in 2007 (please email to markld@ozemail.com.au for further details – 
including of reference sources cited above) summarised past estimates and established new 
estimates of the public and private sector financial benefits possible through government 
structure reforms such as New States, Unification, Regional Governments and Functional 
Transfers (to establish national health or education systems, for example), motivated by the 
hope that financial benefits achieved through intelligent reform can generate significant 
benefits for our country socially, environmentally and generally.  Past and new estimates alike 
suggest that intelligent reform of Australia's government structures and regulatory systems 
could achieve financial benefits of at least $50 billion per annum across the entire Australian 
economy (in June 2007 dollar terms).  Such gains could be used to fund vastly improved 
transport infrastructure and services in urban and rural Australia alike and to significantly 
increase investment in renewable energy technologies. 
 


