
 1 

5 Loddon Street 
Kaleen ACT 2617 
Phone: 02 6255 0772 
markld@ozemail.com.au 
 
23 October 2003 
 

Attention:  Ron Bartier for GSEC at 
budget@gsec.act.edu.au 
 

Submission on Future Directions in ACT Government Schools 
 
I’d like to register concerns and offer brief recommendations in respect of two 
areas of competence, equity and justice in relation to the provision of 
education and educational opportunities in the ACT, namely, the absence of a 
Gungahlin Secondary College, and the lack of sufficient government funded 
university places in the ACT, as follows: 
 
Gungahlin Secondary College 
  

To put it bluntly: there should be one!  Gungahlin has in many ways become 
the somewhat disgracefully neglected periphery of the ACT - being divided by 
ridiculous ACT government electoral boundaries (which leave Gungahlin 
residents divided and conquered in respect of their democratic/political power), 
and generally neglected in terms of infrastructure.  We’re certainly "alright 
Jack" here in Kaleen, with so many schools at all levels so close to where my 
family and I live. 
 
When people from outside Canberra engage in "Canberra bashing" they often 
do it out of concern that Canberra people are unconcerned with the rest of the 
world.  When ACT governments neglect very significant fractions of their own 
residents and communities, it becomes clear that Canberra bashing has a 
justifiable element to it – one which I’d like to see removed without delay! 
 
Another perspective here is that the absence of a public secondary college in 
the Gungahlin district will allow non-government schools to fill the vacuum 
hence created.  The ACT already has the highest proportion of children 
attending non-government schools, this apparently being related to the 
relative affluence of the ACT community.  But does the ACT government want 
to speed up the trend towards non-government schools?  I certainly hope not! 
 
If the present ACT government is serious about public education - as I 
certainly hope it is - then I think it needs to make the full extent of public 
schooling available to the residents of the growing Gungahlin district as a 
matter of utmost urgency. 
 
Equity Challenges in Respect of Year 12 to University Transition 
 
According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001 Census data (see 
especially Tables B23 in the Basic Community Profiles for the 2001 Census), 
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25.8% of ACT people aged 15 and over have a university degree or higher 
qualification.  To put this into perspective, the corresponding figures 
throughout Australia are as follows: 
 
Political Unit % of People Aged 15 and Over with a 

Uni Degree or higher qualification 

NSW 13.6 

VIC 14.2 

QLD 10.8 

WA 12.1 

SA 10.7 

TAS 9.9 

ACT 25.8 

NT 11.3 

AUS total 12.9 

 
So, at 26%, the ACT has almost exactly twice the national average rate of 
university qualified people.  Furthermore, noting that virtually no 15-19 year 
olds have university degrees or higher qualifications, it is clear enough that 
well over 30% of ACT Year 12 students will have a parent with a university 
degree or higher qualification … which is quite critically problematic for the 
following reason: this 30% exceeds the percentage of Year 12 cohorts who 
are provided with a funded university place, because ACT universities are 
now only offering funded places to the top 25% or so of Year 
12s.  So equitable opportunity for social mobility in terms of university 
opportunities is at risk of grinding to a halt.  Wealthier, more highly 
educated parents are typically better "equipped" to help their kids gain a 
funded university place by fair means or foul (all too often the latter).  But what 
of the two-thirds or so of ACT kids who DON'T have a university educated 
parent?  Kids like the vast majority of kids I went to school with at Melba 
Primary, Melba High and Copland College from 1976 to 1984 (including my 
sister and I).  I urge the ACT government not to take such kids for granted as 
so often happens!  Again, our kids will be "alright jack" – my wife and I both 
have university degrees and DipEds.  But what of kids from less advantaged 
backgrounds?  It would be shameful to ignore the significant barriers they face 
– perhaps now more than ever before due to these demographic 
developments here in the ACT and how they relate to the percentage of Year 
12s able to obtain a funded university place. 
 

My recommendations, to address the above and other related concerns, then, 
are as follows: 
 
Recommendations 
  

1.  Build a Secondary College in Gungahlin as a matter of urgent priority. 
 

2.  In negotiation with the Commonwealth Government or through unilateral 
cooperative dealing with universities, facilitate a significant increase in funded 
university places, to ensure that kids from less advantaged socio-economic 
status backgrounds retain a fair chance of gaining funded university places. 
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3.  As an experimental pilot, with a view to possible system-wide expansion, 
convert one of the existing Secondary Colleges (my old one Copland might be 
a worthy candidate noting its low enrolments) into a Year 11-14 Community 
College based on the US Community College model, such that, by the end of 
Year 14, graduates take away an Associate Degree (or Tertiary Diploma) in 
Arts, Science, Law, Commerce etc. which can articulate with full transfer 
credit into a university degree.  This might dovetail in with present AQF 
(Australian Qualifications Framework) deliberations on Associate Degrees 
and might also be suitable for a joint venture involving CIT and/or the Uni of 
Canberra and/or the ANU.  Ideally, students should be able to walk away with 
a meaningful qualification after each of Years 11, 12, 13 and 14, along the 
lines of the following: 
 

• After Year 11: ACT Year 11 certificate - suitable for people hoping to 
do some TAFE courses etc.; 

 

• After Year 12: ACT Year 12 certificate more or less as at present; 
 

• After Year 13: Diploma in Year 1 Arts, Science, Law, Commerce etc. - 
enabling articulation into degree courses with full credit for first year of 
study; and 

 

• After Year 14: Associate Degree in Arts, Science, Law etc. - enabling 
into degree courses with full credit for first two years of study. 

 

4.  As an alternative or addition to recommendations 1 and 3: make 
Gungahlin's new secondary college a combined secondary-tertiary community 
college extending from Year 11 to Year 14. 
 

I believe the initiatives recommended above here will enable the ACT to 
maintain its position as a leader in educational innovation, but in a way that 
helps facilitate competent and equitable provision of education and 
educational opportunities far better than at present. 
 

Regards, 

 
Mark Drummond 
(parent, teacher, PhD student) 
BSc(hons,UNSW) DipEd(CSU) BA(Macq) BE(hons,UNSW) MBA(UC), MPPM(Monash) 

5 Loddon Street 
Kaleen ACT 2617 
phone 02 6255 0772 
email: markld@ozemail.com.au 
 


