
Gungahlin Secondary College – An Example of a Moving Target! 

 

 

Article 1 dated 19 June 2002:  Target = 200 to 250; Projected Opening = 2008. 

 

An article by Catriona Jackson titled 'Gungahlin needs a college, too, say locals' appeared in the 

Canberra Times on 19 June 2002, on page 2.  This article includes as follows (emphasis added): 

 

... Gungahlin residents are now demanding a college. ... The community had suffered from 

three years of stalling under the previous government, and it was time to end that wait. 

Gungahlin residents had every right to expect the timely provision of public schooling. Mr 

Ruecroft said both the primary and high schools would be opening just in time. There had 

been talk of a college opening in 2007, but the community thought that would be too late. By 

2006 demand would be very high.  

 

... The absence of a college made the community feel that their town was being treated as 

makeshift. Mr Corbell said that current demographic projections from the education 

department indicated that there would not be sufficient students (at least 200-250 Year 

11s) until 2008. 

 

 

Article 2 dated 2 August 2005:  Target = 280; Projected Opening = 2010. 

 

An article by Andrew Kazar titled 'Push for secondary campus in 2008' appeared in the Canberra 

Chronicle on 2 August 2005, on page 8.  This article includes as follows (emphasis added): 

 

A NEW group has been formed to lobby the ACT Government to bring forward work on a 

joint secondary college/CIT campus in Gungahlin to ensure the campus will be up and 

running in 2008 rather than 2010. 

... 

A spokeswoman for education minister Katy Gallagher said projected enrolments for 

Gungahlin indicated that a new secondary college would not be viable until at least 2010.  

"If land release programs and occupancy levels in Gungahlin occur as currently 

anticipated, the department projects that 280 Year 112 students could be expected to 

enrol in a new government secondary college in 2010." 

 

 

Article 3 dated 1 November 2005:  Target = 300; Projected Opening 2010 

or later. 

 

An article by Andrew Kazar titled 'College outcry; Calls to fast-track college plans for Gungahlin' 

appeared in the Canberra Chronicle on 1 November 2005, on page 1.  This article includes as follows 

(emphasis added): 

Figures released from the office of Education minister Katy Gallagher in an email last month 

indicated that in February, 297 Year 11 students and 199 Year 12 students in Gungahlin were 

enrolled in government schools. 

... 

The email said a government secondary college would not be provided in Gungahlin 

before 2010.  This is because the diversity of curriculum provided at government 

secondary colleges required a minimum enrolment of about 300 students in Year 11. 
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